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EVerybody love SDC

Easy to author
Component driven 
development

Pure UI logic & model

No drupalism. Stateless & 
business agnostic

Easy to use
Clear contract between 
front & back

Available as plugin & 
render elements

Sharable between 
projects

“The best Theming aPI of modern drupal”



Inversion of Workflow

Site builder / Back dev Front dev

Legacy theming

Design system theming

Provides templates & libraries to overrides/preprocess

Provides configurable plugins and render elements

node--shop
.html.twig

field--offer.
html.twig

comment-–faq.
html.twig

Components Styles Modes



Already in COre
Parts of a Web design system

Grid & layouts
systems

Styles utilities
& helpers

ExamplesComponents & variants

Themes/modes
switching

Icon packs

Variables 
(runtime tokens)

Animations & 
transitions





Today - styles utilities
Parts of a Web design system

Grid & layouts
systems

Styles utilities
& helpers

ExamplesComponents & variants

Themes/modes
switching

Icon packs

Variables 
(runtime tokens)

Animations & 
transitions



Tomorrow - Design tokens
Parts of a Web design system

Grid & layouts
systems

Styles utilities
& helpers

ExamplesComponents & variants

Themes/modes
switching

Icon packs

Variables 
(runtime tokens)

Animations & 
transitions



What is a style?01



sometimes called…
“Utilities”



sometimes called…
“Helpers”



sometimes called…
“Fundamentals”



in a few words…

👍 Single UI purpose

👍 Universal

👍 Set of mutually exclusive HTML attributes



Example (1)
99% of the time CSS classes

class="bg-primary"
class="bg-primary-subtle"
class="bg-secondary"
class="bg-secondary-subtle"
…



Example (2)
At least one exception: Clarity

# Custom attribute

cds-text="display"
cds-text="headline"
cds-text="message"

# Inline CSS variables

style="--size: var(--cds-global-space-7);"
style="--size: var(--cds-global-space-14);"



and also… Themes!
Suspiciously similar

# Bootstrap
data-bs-theme="dark"

# Daisy UI
data-theme="retro"

# DSFR
<html data-fr-mourning data-fr-scheme="light">

# Clarity
<body cds-theme="dark">

Scopable

Not scopable



Exclusion principle

class="bg-primary border-2"
class="bg-secondary border-1"

Multiple styles on 
one element

Multiple options 
of the same style

✔

✘ class="border-primary border-secondary"



We already have 
something

in contrib
02



Contrib (1): style options

Linked to PHP plugins

Linked to Drupal usage

Multiple options of the 
same style possible

Not design system driven 
and front dev friendly

# *.style_options.yml

options:

  example_class:

    plugin: css_class

    label: 'My custom class'

    multiple: true

    options:

      - label: None

      - label: Style 1

        class: style_1

contexts:

  layout: { … }

  paragraphs: { … }

2 600 known installs



Contrib (2): block style plugins

# *.blockstyle.yml

checkbox_with_exclude:

  label: 'Checkbox with Exclude'

  class: '\Drupal\block_style_plugins_test\Plugin\BlockStyle\CheckboxWithExclude'

  exclude:

    - 'system_powered_by_block'

    - 'basic'

form_fields_created_with_yaml:

  label: 'Styles Created by Yaml'

  include:

    - 'system_powered_by_block'

  form:

    'test_field':

      '#type': 'textfield'

      '#title': 'Title Created by Yaml'

      '#default_value': 'text goes here'

Not design system driven 
and front dev friendly

600 known installs



Contrib (3): Layout Builder Styles

Styles declared with 
config entities:
• LB Style
• LB Style group

Usage limited to Layout 
Builder.

Not front dev friendly

20 000 known installs



Contrib (4): UI Styles

Main module provided 
the API only.
Sub-modules for Drupal 
usage:
• Blocks
• Layout Builder
• Views
• …

Front dev friendly!

# *.ui_styles.yml

background_color:
  label: Background color
  options:
    bg-primary: Primary
    bg-secondary: Secondary
    bg-success: Success
    bg-danger: Danger
    bg-warning: Warning
    bg-info: Info

1 300 known installs



Contrib space: Not good enough

Not a proper ecosystem

Not sharing the same 
philosophy

Too tied to visual builders

Not covering all visual 
builders

We need Core to fix this!



Core API
Let Core knows about thE 

Styles

02



Core Issue: #3517033

66% LoC are 
tests (2026/03)

https://www.drupal.org/project/drupal/issues/3517033


Plugin definition
For front devs

my_style:

  category: ... 

  label: ... 

  description: ... 

  links: { ... }

  options:

    option_1:

      label: ... 

      description: ... 

      value: ... 

      target: ... 

      attribute: ... 

      status: ... 

  weight: ... 

  type: ... 

  target: ... 

  attribute: ... 

  status: ... 

  library: ...

Metadata

Styles

Asset

Application

Override per 
option



Feature: target

Possible targets:
• any (scopable)
• html
• body
• meta

my_style:
  label: …
  options:
    option_1:
      label: …
      target: …
      value: …
  target: …



Feature: Lifecycle

Status on the style

Status per option

• experimental
• stable
• deprecated (logged)
• obsolete (logged)

my_style:
  label: …
  options:
    option_1:
      label: …
      value: …
      status: …
  status: …



Feature: Library management
Automatic attachment of 
a library when using a 
style. my_style:

  label: …
  options:
    option_1:
      label: …
      value: … 
  library: …



Feature: JSon schema

Like with SDC and icon 
API, we introduce a JSON 
schema to validate 
automatically the styles 
declaration.

type: "object"

required:

 - "label"

 - "options"

properties:

  enabled:

    type: "boolean"

  label: { … }

  description: { … }

…



Feature: form element

$form['styles'] = [
  '#type' => 'styles',
  '#title' => $this->t('Styles'),
  '#default_value' => [
    'style_id' => 'option_id', 
  ],
  '#wrapper_type' => 'details',
  '#open' => FALSE,
];

Simple form element as a 
first step.



Utilities Modes

illustration: Toriyama



How to use it
Front & back unite ✊ 
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For Frontend developers
In Twig

New method addStyle on 
the Attribute object.

{# after #}
attributes.addStyle('font_weight', 'heavy')

Attribute object will 
handles attachments!

{# before #}

attributes.addClass('my-font-heavy-class')

attach_library('provider/my_library')



For Backend developers
Render arrays

# Before
$build = [
  '#type' => 'container',
  '#attributes' => [
    'class' => [
      'class-1',
      'class-2',
    ],
  ],
  '#attached' => [
    'library' => [
      'provider/my_library',
    ],
  ],
];

# After

$build = [
  '#type' => 'container',
  '#styles' => [
    'style' => 'option_1',
    'style_2' => 'option_2',
  ],
];



For Backend developers
Bubbling

$build = [
  '#type' => 'container',
  '#attached' => [
    'styles' => [
      'style' => 'option_1',
      'style_2' => 'option_2',
    ],
  ],
];

To put styles in head or 
body and for non 
scopable mode.



Many Benefits

👍 No more need to know 
how the style is applied. If 
it is a class or something 
else.

👍 Asset library 
automatically handled.

👍 Check that style exists 
and is not deprecated.

👍 Check that option 
exists and is not 
deprecated.

👍  Avoid incompatible 
options applied on the 
same element.



What about site builders?

Like for SDC and Icon API.

Only API in Core for now.
Site builders will 

found usage in 

contrib.



A new contrib 
space05



Contrib: UI styles 2

Add styles on html or 
body tags.

Modes available 
everywhere where UI 
Styles could already add 
styles!



Improved form 
element

Filtering

Widgets

Contrib: UI Styles 2
$form['setting'] = [
  '#type' => 'ui_styles_styles',
  '#title' => 'Styles',
  '#drupal_theme' => $theme,
  '#filters' => [
    'target' => [
      Target::Any, 
      Target::Body,
    ],
    'type' => [Type::Mode],
    'attribute' => [
      'my_attribute',
    ],
    'status' => [
      Status::Obsolete,
    ],
  ],
];



Contrib: Display builder

Let’s make the Style utilities 

island configurable!



what else?
Let the contrib space bloom

illustration: ahmaddesignsswl



THANKS!

Thanks to ALL 
our sponsors

Please evALUATE
THE SESSION!



Display Builder, the 
HTMX-powered visual builder by 
Pierre Dureau
Tomorrow! 4pm!
Amphi "Bleu de Sassenage"

Want More Ui Suite?

Thanks to ALL 
our sponsors

Please evALUATE
THE SESSION!



Any questions?

Thanks to ALL 
our sponsors

Please evALUATE
THE SESSION!


